
CHANGING 
LIVES

HUMANITY IN 
DISPLACEMENT

PRESERVING  
DIGNITY



I AM YOU was founded by Swedish childhood 
friends Rebecca Reshdouni and Damian 
Ardestani after an awareness trip that quickly 
turned into a dramatic 5-day rescue operation 
in Lesvos, Greece during October, 2015.



PRESERVING 
DIGNITY

I AM YOU is a 501(c)(3) fiscally sponsored 
nonprofit working with people who have fled war 
and persecution. We envision a world awakened 
to our common humanity and strive to be the 
force leading the way - a global grassroots 
movement igniting compassion between people 
through field work, volunteering and talks.

We serve men, women and children who have 
found themselves in makeshift refugee camps in 
Greece, where they live in inhumane conditions 
without knowing when they will be able to leave. 

Our team provides a continuous local presence, 
working tirelessly to resolve real-time needs, 
focusing on reconnection to regular life through 
education. Through our classes we aim to 
provide vital language skills and assistance 
integration as well as play, creativity and learning 
through technology. The need we are solving can 
either be on going or momentary. However the 
impact is permanent and provides a clearer 
pathway to self-reliance.

CHANGING 
LIVES 



FACTS & 
TIMELINE

1,764,202  
men, women and children 
have risked their lives to 

reach Europe. Countless of 
them have vanished, 

believed to have drowned. 

SINCE 2014 IN 2018 BY 2050

50,511 
asylum seekers arrived in 

Greece
250 

million people will be displaced

Oct 2015 • Foundation 
I AM YOU is established as a group coordinating 
volunteers in Lesvos, Greece - focusing on helping 
people out of the Aegean sea and providing 
transportation, translation and medical care.

Dec 2015 • South Coordination Group 
I AM YOU creates a digital forum encouraging cross-

NGO communication and collaboration. The SCG 
becomes the leading forum of its kind and is used to 

coordinate thousands of rescue operations. 

Jan 2016 • Shelter Allocation 
I AM YOU gains trust with the UNHCR and is asked to 
manage the Vulnerable Cases Compound at Moria 
Camp / Registration Centre - providing shelter for 800 
people per day, mostly families with small children.

May 2016 • Camp Management 
I AM YOU allocates all of its resources to Ritsona and 

Oinofyta camps north of Athens and establishes a 
continuous presence there. A management-team is 

hired and various support measures are taken.
July 2017 • Healthcare, Education, Arts 
I AM YOU structures its work into humanitarian 
programs providing medical transportation, 
translation and support as well as establishing a 
learning centre, pre-school, art space.

October 2018 •  Focus on Education 
I AM YOU decides to focus all its resources on Adult 

Education and 2-3 year olds. With this laser focus I 
AM YOU is able to develop a curriculum that is 

bespoke to the context and learning needs of the 
residents. Feb 2019 • Expansion and Integration 

The government’s decision to evacuate residents 
means that there is an increasing need to build 
resilience with the 2-3 year olds and focus on 
integration programs for the adults

NUMBERS

3 years 
of successful 

operations

20  
thousand 
refugees 
served

$700 
thousand raised

600+ 
volunteers from 

across  
the globe

5  
successful 

partnerships and 
programs



2019 & 
BEYOND

Our Education program in Ritsona Refugee Camp has 
been developed to preserve individual dignity, restore a 
sense of normality through routine and provide 
assistance through learning to the population so that they 
feel supported in dealing with real-life situations. Our 
continuous presence ensures the residents that there is 
a reliable, trust-worthy team to reach out to for human 
connection and hands-on support - compassionate 
caring teaching that changes lives. 

Early Childhood 
Development


 
Key Cognitive Development

Children’s Afternoon 
Classes


 
Supporting Formal Education

Adult Language Classes

 

Learning for Integration

Current Education projects in Ritsona Refugee Camp, Greece

- Qualified Pre-School Teacher dedicated to the needs of  25 2-3 
year olds in the camp  

- Trauma training providing opportunities for the learning to be 
contextualised and assist in building resilient adults. 


- Materials and Snacks that enables the program to be provide a 
colourful, creative activities and a nutritious meal. 

- Classes allowing children to practice their new skills developed at 
school so that they are able to catch up any studies missed. 


- Learning with technology giving children the opportunity to develop 
new skills in a safe, supervised environment. 


- Flexible learning providing an outlet for personal growth, expression 
and connection by encouraging autonomous learning. 

- Two qualified teachers that provide consistent learning in an ever 
changing environment.  

- Syllabus for both Greek and English classes enabling students to 
learn how to interact on a daily basis 

- Cultural lessons to provide easier integration once they have left 
from camp 

$5,000 MONTHLY

$4,500 MONTHLY

$5,500 MONTHLY



MONTHLY 
BREAKDOWN

The cost breakdown below outlines our six key 
areas of expenditure across the programs.

11%  
$1,700 MONTHLY 

Multiple cars to transport volunteers, residents and materials to 
and from the camp and conduct wider operational activities

Educational staff and resources such as books, iPads and 
materials for the smooth running of the classes and to enable 
further learning

Volunteer housing to enable volunteers to commit to a longer 
experience and guarantee better service

Fundraising  to ensure our continuous service and programming 
to the residents

Telecommunications & marketing to communicate internally as 
well as externally to raise awareness and recruit volunteers


Operational staff to provide expert skills, support to the 
community, volunteers and execution of programs


27%  
 $4,000 MONTHLY 

9%  
$1,400 MONTHLY 

6%  
$880 MONTHLY 

5%  
$700 MONTHLY 

42%  
$6,300 MONTHLY 

For $15,000 per month 2,500 residents of Ritsona Camp get access to key education 
services from pre-school for toddlers, children’s support club and a learning centre with a 
variety of language and IT classes for adults. Furthermore, women only classes are also 
provided to respect the cultural needs of the community

BREAK DOWN PER PROGRAM

For $10 a month 20 children can use a suite of iPads to further the education in the 
presence of a qualified teacher

It costs $10 a day for a child in pre-school. Or $200 a month per child. With a 
maximum of 24 kids a month in the program due to capacity. 

For $5 per day and a monthly cost of $100 per person, 60 men, women and young 
adults have access to a language school and a fully serviced library



Preschool 
expansion to 

3 new camps

I AM YOU TODAY  
& TOMORROW

GREECE

Base of Humanitarian Aid  

operations providing support  
for refugees 

Ritsona 

Education for all ages


SWE

Stockholm seat of founders & 
board overseeing advocacy 

and support projects

USA

New York office of 501(c)(3) 

fiscal sponsor SMF who 
provides legal support & 

financial services

Already exists

Est. Q3.2019

by 2024 
we envision I AM YOU to have programming in 

2 more European countries servicing 5.000 
people per year.  

by 2029 
we envision I AM YOU to have programming in 8 

countries around the world and offices 
throughout Europe and America.  



During the past three years, I AM YOU has 
brought over 600 compassionate volunteers 
from all corners of the world to Greece, where 
they have contributed their time, skills and 
humanity to make the lives of those displaced 
by war and persecution better. 


We have experienced a natural evolution where 
our members have continued their passion 
when they return to their home countries - 
joining a global, grassroots movement with the 
simple mission of raising compassion between 
people. We've held exhibitions in New York, 
Stockholm and London - raising awareness and 
giving the people we serve a voice. Our 
founders have held talks at illustrious 
institutions such as Stanford University. We 
have shared our views at the UN Assembly, 
Facebook headquarters and with philanthropic 
institutions. We have met with Amnesty, Human 
Rights Watch and individuals within the political 
establishment. Our work has inspired books, 
articles and most importantly, the foundation of 
other nonprofits. Our roots may be in Greece, 
but our passion - and reach - is global. 


During 2018, we furthered our commitment to 
our volunteer community by encouraging an 
ongoing commitment through fundraising tools 
and materials inspired by their peers. 

In 2019, we are planning on building on this 
success by increasing their voice and passion 
for I AM YOU through new connection 
opportunities


This includes:  
• Mentorship

• Training

• Events

GLOBAL 
MOVEMENT



BOARD & 
EXECUTIVES

For each of us, the commitment to the vision is a 
calling and I AM YOU is our life objective. 

DAMIAN ARDESTANI 
Co-Founder & Chairman 

At 33, Damian chairs the Board and leads I AM YOU’s advocacy 
work. Besides being a full-time social entrepreneur, he is an award-
winning recording artist, songwriter and music producer with 
Universal Music. As XOV, he has made music for The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay soundtrack and achieved chart success 
throughout Europe, earning several gold and platinum 
certifications. Prior to his achievements within the music industry 
he was the CEO of one of Sweden's leading event companies, 
SPG Event, and served as Sales Director for Sweden's largest 
entertainment corporation, Stureplansgruppen. Damian has 15 
years of executive experience with a strong entrepreneurial focus. 
He came to Sweden as a refugee from Iran when he was one years 
of age and grew up in Tensta, one of Stockholm's immigrant 
projects. Between ages 11-16 he was the Child Ambassador for 
the Swedish branch of IFM-SEY, Unga Örnar, providing a child's 
perspective in political situations and advocating children’s rights 
in Sweden and abroad. Damian is a motivational speaker.

KATINA SAOULLI 
Executive Director & Board Member 

At 38, Katina Saoulli is the Executive Director of I AM YOU. 
Katina's life path has been varied and it is this multi-disciplinary 
exposure that has made her right for a demanding job that requires 
several hats to be worn simultaneously.  Her education, first a Law 
degree (2:1) from the University of Warwick and then an MA in 
Anthropology and Cultural Politics from Goldsmiths taught her two 
different schools of thought. Her career began in advertising as a 
media planner and has had roles at key media agencies within the 
world's largest communication networks: WPP, Omnicom and 
Havas. However, she took a 12-month hiatus to work as a stage 
manager at some of London's key theatres such as the Almeida 
and Young Vic. Her ability to straddle different and opposing 
scenarios is an advantage in her day-to-day work. Her father also 
taught her that it is only by sheer luck that she is who she is and 
therefore she decided to acknowledge that luck by working within 
humanitarian aid - applying all her private industry knowledge and 
expertise to improve the non-profit world and its services.



Jay Halfon 
Counsel & Board Member 

Jay is an attorney representing leading foundations, charities 
and advocacy groups. He has extensive experience in 
philanthropy and non-profit management. Jay serves as 
director and general counsel of Sustainable Markets 
Foundation, a § 501(c)(3) charitable organisation that serves as 
host and sponsor for I AM YOU.

ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

The Advisory Committee consists of a carefully 
selected group of experts who volunteer their 
time, knowledge and experience to provide 
mentorship and advice to the Board, helping 
them build I AM YOU into an impactful nonprofit 
in service to humanity.

I AM YOU is currently recruiting advisory 
board members targeting individuals with 

expertise within Entrepreneurship and 
Business Management, Humanitarian Aid, 

Politics and Culture.

Rebecca Reshdouni 
Co-Founder & Board Member 

Rebecca has a wide range of experience in project 
management as well as a deeper understanding of immigration 
matters from her work at the Asylum Procedures Unit at the 
Swedish Migration Agency. Additionally, Rebecca gained 
excellent leadership and communication skills through her 
experience from the financial services sector.



Thank you for taking the time to learn 
about I AM YOU. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact us at any time.

Katina Saoulli 
katina.saoulli@iamyou.se

+44 776 5252 856 [UK] 

Sabrina Figueroa

sabrina.figueroa@iamyou.se

+1 786 556 4848 [US]
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